
RESOLUTION NUMBER 67  

HONROING THE HONORABLE BETTY L. THOMPSON  

 

WHEREAS, this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis is sadden tom learn of the passing of 

family matriarch and former Missouri State Representative, Betty L. Thompson, on Sunday, July 11, 2021. She 

passed away surrounded by family at the age of 81; and   

 

WHEREAS, she was first elected to the Missouri House of Representatives in a special election in 1997, 

representing part of St. Louis County in the 72nd District. She won elections for two-year terms to the House in 

1998, 2000 and 2002; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Honorable Betty Thompson was a civil rights activist who fought for fairness and justice.  

She was proud to be an alumnus of Charles Sumner High School, the first Black high school west of the 

Mississippi. She created and initiated the Tyrone Thompson Institute for Non-Violence; and  

  

WHEREAS, a long-time University City resident, Mrs. Thompson was the first African-American to serve on 

the University City Council. She served as Councilwoman for 18 years before being elected to the Missouri 

House of Representatives, in a special election in 1997. She served in the House for 4 two-year terms from 1997 

– 2002; and    

 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Thompson was a trailblazer is known for her fiery speeches. Her motivational words of, 

“Wake up, get up, stand up, look up, pay up, vote up and if you can’t do that, just shut up”, always brought the 

crowd to a standing ovation. She was an icon, mother, wife and, friend to all.  Her legacy will stand firm, and all 

will greatly miss her; and      

  

WHEREAS, she was a member of the NAACP and the nonprofit social service organization-Better Family 

Life. She was a past president of Women in Municipal Government and host of a radio program on KATZ and 

KIRL for more than 25 years. Thompson was recipient of the St. Louis Caring Communities Humanitarian 

Award; and 

 

WHEREAS, Thompson also worked in the poverty program for the Human Development Corporation of 

Metropolitan St. Louis and was frequently quoted as saying that working there was, “doing what I love the 

most, helping people.” She also owned K&M Delivery Service; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Honorable Betty L. Thompson is survived by her husband, Jack Thompson of 62 years, 

children; Anthony, aka Tony, St. Louis, Mo; Sonja, St. Louis, MO; and Kwame, Atlanta, GA, grandchildren, 

great-grandchildren, and a host of family and friends.    

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that upon learning 

of the passing of Honorable Betty L. Thompson that we pause in our deliberations to add our names to the rolls 

of people grieving her loss, but celebrating her extraordinary life. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to 

spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy 

to the end that it may be presented at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 

Introduced this 30th day of August, 2021 by:  

The Honorable Shameem Clark-Hubbard Alderwoman 26th Ward  

The Honorable Lewis Reed, President Board of Aldermen   

The Honorable Dan Guenther, Alderman 9th Ward  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Adopted this 30th day of August, 2021 as attested by: 

 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 


